40 Chapter 1 Thinking Geographically

2. Why is each point on Earth unique? Every place in the world
has & unique location or position on Earth's surface. Geographers
also identify regions as areas distinguished by distincrive combina-
tions of cultural as well as economic and environmental features.
The distributions of features help us to understand why every place
and every region is unique.

3. Why are different places similar? Geographers work at all scales,
from local to global. The global scale is increasingly importani
because few places in the contemporary world are rotally isolared.
Because places are connected to each other, they display similarities.
Geographers study the interactions of groups of people and human
activities across space, and they idensify processes by which people
and ideas diffuse from one location o another over time.

CASE STUDY REVISITED

Each chapter in this textbook concludes by reviewing the open-
ing case study in light of the issues raised in the chapter. This
chapter presented five basic concepts—space, place, region, scaie,
and connections. The opening case stdy presented a typical
everyday geographic concern—a search for a restawrant—ro
which these five concepts can be applied.

Geography is fandamentally concerned with the organizadon
of space. McDonald’s restaurants are not distributed randomly
across the landscape; rather, each restaurant has a unique locadon
that can be depicred on a map. Geographers use the map to
describe where these establishments are found and explain why
they are so arranged, Because “where” and “why” are the questions
most fundamental to geographic inquiry, they are used to organize
the material presented within all of the other chapters in this boole.

Geographers observe from a map that McDanald’s restaurants
cluster in some regions, whereas other regions have few. A world
map of McDonald’s restaurants helps us to understand global-
scale patterns of investment by a major international corporation,
Most McDonald’s are located in countries where average incomes
are high enough to buy the producs. On the other hand, a world
map of McDonald’s doesn’t help 2 hungry American driving on an
interstate highway. The motorist needs a local-scale map showing
the locadon of McDonald’s in relation to specific highway exit
ramps. As McDonald’s have diffused from the United Stares to
other regions of the warld, each McDonald’ is connected to all
other McDonald’s by a communications network thraugh which
uniform standards and practices are set.

The Geography of a Big Mac Attack

Franchised resmurants tend to cluster near ench other.

In subsequent chapters, these five basic concepts will be
applied to elements of human geography. Chapters 2 and 3 exam-
ine where humans are clustered in the wosld, why the number of
people has increased in some places, and why people have moved
to certain places, The focus in Chapters 4 through 8 will be on
where important cultural traits, including popular and foll cus-
toms, language, religion, ethnicity, and political institutions, are
distributed. In these chapters, explanations are alsa given as to
why these cultural features are so distributed and why these distri-
burions can lead ro conflict. Described in Chapters 9 through 14
are where different economic activities are found around the
world, why people earn a living in ditferent ways in different
regions of the worid, and why people increasingly earn a living by
residing in urban areas.
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THINKING GEOGRAPHICALLY

1. Cartography is not simply a technical exercise in penmanship and
caloring, nor are decisions confined to scale and projection. Map-
ping is a politically sensitive undertaking. Look at how maps in this
book distinguish becween the territories of Tsrael and its neighbors,
the locatiens of borders in South Asia, the Arabian Peninsuls, and
northwest Africa. Are there other logical ways to draw boundaries
and distinguish among territories in these regions? What might
they be?

2. Imagine that a transporaation device (perhaps the one in Star

Tiek or Harry Potter) would enable all humans to travel instanta-

neously to any location on Earth’s surface, What would be the

impact of that invention on the distribution of geoples and activ-
ities across Earth?

When earthquakes, hurricanes, or other environmental disasters

strike, humans tend to “blame” noture and see themselves as

innocent victims af a harsh and cruel natre. To what extent
do environmencal hazards stem from unpredictable nature, and
ro what extent do they originate from human actions? Should

£

victims hlame nature, other humans, or themselves for the
disaster? Why?

4. The construction of dams is a particularly prominent example of
human-environment interaction in regions throughour the world,
Turkey is building the Atatwrk Dam on the Euphrates River, a
maove oppased hy Syria and Trag, the two downstream countries.
Egypt, which operates the Aswan Dam on the Nile River, has
blocked Toans to Ethiopia that could be used to divert the source of
the Nile. Seme Russians oppose construetion of the Gorslaya Dam
in the Gulf of Finland near Se. Petershurg. Similarly, the Balbina
Dam on the Uatruma River, a tributary of the Amazon, has gener-
ated considerable opposition in Brazil. Why do governments push
the construction of dams so forcefully, and why do others oppose
their construction so passianately?

5. Geographic concepts are supposed to help explin contempo-
rary issues. Are there any stoties in your newspaper to which
geographic concepts can be applied to help understand the
issues? Discuss.
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